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Abstract

Citations on my 3 historical articles, which appeared
between 1965 and 2010 in the top ranking Cancer
Research, were used to show both positive and negative
attitudes towards the 21 historical articles that, as a Third
World scientist, I had published on this very important
subject. From the analysis, it is hypothesized that
scientific information should be cited critically so as to
promote international investigations. In this context, this
should apply whether they bear on history or on the
current quest for the target therapy of cancer.
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Introduction
As many as 21 historical papers were published personally

between 1958 and 2005. The first appeared in Cancer
Research [1] and the others in chronological order [2-21]. All of
them exemplify my contributions in the special field of the
history of cancer metastasis. How, it may be asked, have
American scientists cited them in Cancer Research, which is a
high ranking USA based Journal?

Positive Citations
Journal of this prominence was utilized in 1965 by Vincent

Triolo [22] to lay the 19th century foundations of cancer
research. Incidentally, he took the trouble to draw particular
attention to my papers in an Addendum as follows:

This article is offered (a) as a vehicle to the older literature
in oncology, and (b) as a general survey of earlier trends in
cancer research. Such limited dimensions do not permit the
incorporation of critical evaluations and expanded discussions.
This is a task for historically oriented professionals in clinical
and experimental medicine.

It has not been possible to go beyond the rudiments of
patho-physiologic concepts of metastases. This topic has been
developed in several articles by Dr. Wilson I. B. Onuigbo (An
Historical Criticism of Tumor Metastases, J. Hist. Med., 13:

529-531, 1958; Lung Cancer in the Nineteenth Century, Med.
Hist., 3: 69-77, 1959; Patterns of Metastases in Lung Cancer, A
Review, Can. Res., 21: 1077-1085, 1961; Historical Trends in
Cancer Surgery, Med. Hist., 6: 154-161, 1962; and The Paradox
of Virehow’s Views on Cancer Metastases, Bull. Hist. Med., 36:
444-449, 1962.

1962 turns out to be a noteworthy year because, by then, I
had been publishing for only five years! Therefore, it is
surprising that, Triolo [22] paid the above detailed attention to
my embryonic historical papers.

Papers of historical interest, which were published in Cancer
Research, included the one by Michael Shimkin [23]. In his
own contribution, he went out of his way to cite two of my
papers 1 and 4 in a list of 31 papers that he had recommended
to those who wish to start to write in this field. Moreover, he
added that I had “contributed valuable historical essays on
several more specialized topics in cancer”.

Non Citations
Cancer review of 2010 vintage by Talmadge and Fidler [24]

was slanted as “history of pioneering observations” and as
“historical perspective.” However, although they included 236
references, yet no mention was made of any of my papers.
Incidentally, out of these numerous references, the earliest
was dated 1829, while the remaining four others appeared in
only 1858, 1864, 1882, and 1889. Surely, these are in great
contrast with the personal review 1, which I published
concerning blood-borne metastasis in Cancer Research.
Incidentally, it focused on 108 articles written from 1712 to
1900.

Discussion
Work, which is weighty, should have world-wide

dimensions. Thus, when Eugene Garfield [25], the guru of
scientific information, delivered the 1982 Annual Magnus Pyke
Foundation Lecture, he said that “Most scientists in the West
are not aware of research going on in Peru, Ghana, Singapore,
or other countries collectively called the Third World.” As he
continued, “The representation of Third World research in
international scientific journals is a neglected aspect of the
New Information Order debate. How many research articles
from Third World countries are published in journals from the
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developed countries? And what impact does Third World
research have on the international scientific community?”

Community which consists of world class scientists should
merit commensurate communications. In this context, let us
go back to Eugene Garfield [26]. As he asked, “How can Third
World Science be boosted?” Note how he answered thus:
“Unfortunately, there is too little concern in the wider
scientific community and in governmental agencies of the
developed nations about the day-to-day problems confronting
scientists in the Third World. Aside from neglect, there is
prejudice as well.”

Well stated, I think. Indeed, as he also posited [27], “Despite
many problems, researchers in the developing nations manage
to produce a significant portion of the world’s scientific
output. Imagine what these scientists could contribute to the
global community if their difficulties could be reduced.”
Accordingly, I would hypothesize that one way of increasing
the image of Third World scientists is for their work to be cited
more often! In other words, as a matter of public policy,
empathetic editors in developed countries should, as it were,
even bend over backwards to accommodate their
manuscripts!

Manuscripts should, as I see them, be submitted beyond
one’s own country. For instance, my historical papers were
published in USA [1,2,10,12,14,18-20], UK [3,4,7,8,15],
Switzerland [9-11], Denmark [4], India [9], Poland [13], The
Netherlands [16], Italy [17], and New Zealand [21]. Clearly,
USA predominated. Accordingly, I can conclude by suggesting
that one’s citation will be enriched by publishing in USA!
However, one must carefully aspire to excel by following an
acknowledged general principle [28], namely, “These citations
have to be complete, correct and structured, so that all who
want to work in the same field can easily find the cited
papers.”

Papers, in conclusion, should be composed by Third World
scientists in such a way that they would not only write but also
become citable. In this context, my recent researches have
focused on the target therapy of cancer [29-32]. In all
probability, when they come to fruition, Third World science
would be seen to have been beneficial to all.

All papers of this type, it must be concluded, present
personal perspectives. In other words, the experiences of any
other writer remain to be reviewed by him or her. Certainly, it
remains for others to communicate their own experiences so
as to enrich the world’s literature!
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